INTRODUCTION

Poets use many techniques (special ways of writing) to help us to form images or pictures in our minds as we read their poems.  Sometimes, reading poetry is like working out a special code. A good poem can make us feel or see the same things the poet was feeling or thinking of when the poem was written.  If we know how some of these techniques work, we can understand what the poet is trying to make us feel or think much more easily.  That helps us work out what the poet is saying and what he or she is trying to make us feel or think.

As good writers, we can also use these techniques in our everyday writing to help the reader really get into our story, poem or other writing.  Here are some techniques used by poets and a few examples of poems that use them.

COMMON POETIC TECHNIQUES

Simile (sim/ill/ee)
Used to compare one thing to another when things share common features; often uses the words "like" or "as" in comparing the two things.


Examples
As quiet as a mouse" 


"winking stars like chips of ice"; (Colin Thiele)


Metaphor 
Compares one thing to another by saying the thing IS the other - doesn't use the words "like" or "as".


Examples
"the kangaroo has a heavy tail


she sits on for a chair; (the kangaroo's tail is a chair).  [Rowena Bennet)


See "The Steam Shovel" below

Onomatopoeia
Words used make the sound of the thing they are describing - like a babbling brook - makes lots of noise like a someone talking fast as the water runs over rocks.


Examples
"Grasses swish.



Treetops sigh.



Flags slap



and snap at the sky." (Lilian Moore)

Rhyme patterns
Alliteration - repeats the same starting sound - can have an effect similar to onomatopoeia - makes you think of a sound.


Examples
"splishes, sploshes, slooshes, sloshes"

As Susie steps slowly (Rhoda Backeister)


Sound patterns - 


"Spring is showery, flowery, bowery,



Summer: hoppy. croppy, poppy.


Autumn: wheezy, sneezy, freezy.


Winter: slippy, drippy, nippy (Unknown);


Guess the animal? (Eve Merriam)


What in the world 


Goes whiskery friskery


 meowling and prowling


 napping and lapping


 at silky milk? 



GALOSHES





Susie's galoshes


Make splishes and sploshes


And slooshes and sloshes


As Susie steps slowly


Along in the slush.





They stamp and they tramp


On the ice and concrete,


They get stuck in the muck and the mud;


But Susie likes much best to hear





The slippery slush


As it slooshes and sloshes,


And splishes and sploshes,


All around her galoshes! 


(Rhoda Bacmeister)











from  A _____________________? SONG





Sing a song of popcorn


	When the snowstorms rage;


Fifty little brown men


	Put into a cage.


Shake them till they laugh and leap


	Crowding to the top;


Watch them burst their little coats


	Pop!! Pop!! Pop!!


			(Nancy Byrd Turner)





RAIN POEM





The rain was like a little mouse,


quiet, small and grey.


It pattered all around the house


and then it went away.





It did not come, I understand,


indoors at all, until


it found an open window and


left tracks across the sill.


		(Elizabeth Coatsworth)





THE STEAM SHOVEL





The steam digger


Is much bigger


Than the biggest beast I know.


He snorts and roars


Like the dinosaurs


That lived long years ago.





He crouches low


On his tractor paws


And scoops the dirt up


With his jaws;


Then swings his long


Stiff neck around


And spits it out


Upon the ground…





Oh, the steam digger


Is much bigger


Than the biggest beast I know.


He snorts and roars


Like the dinosaurs


That lived long years ago


(Rowena Bennet)








LENGTHS OF TIME


Time is peculiar


And hardly exact


Though minutes are minutes,


You'll find for a fact


(As the older you get


And the bigger you grow)


That time can


Hurrylikethis


Or plod,      plod,       slow.            (Phyllis McGinley)





Poems from "Poems children will sit still for" (1969)








